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Read about personal essays.

A personal essay is a narrative essay about your life or 

interests. Personal essays are often required as part of the 

college admissions process. Sometimes they may be 

submitted with a job or scholarship application. If a specific 

topic is not provided, choose one that relates to something 

meaningful about yourself, such as something that taught 

you a lesson or contributed to your world view.



Have Ss skim the text again and do the task. Then check the answers in class.

Read the model. What was the incident that changed the writer’s perspective?



Have Ss scan the text again and do the task. Then check the answers in class.



Teach the writing skill and have the Ss do the task in class.



Writing input

Redundancy

I learned a powerful lesson about finding the hidden talents within 

any person, including myself.
1. We understood that although he was different from us, he still had something 

beautiful to offer the world.

2. That was not the only lesson I learned on that day. 

3. It also marked a turning point in my own life, when I started to look more deeply 

for the potential inside myself. 

4. Since that day many years ago, I have believed that everyone, including myself, 

has the potential to contribute something beautiful to the world.



Writing output

Think of a time in your life when you learned an important lesson.
Write one main idea and use redundancy to repeat what you said.

I learned a powerful lesson about finding the hidden talents within 

any person, including myself.
1. We understood that although he was different from us, he still had something 

beautiful to offer the world.

2. That was not the only lesson I learned on that day. 

3. It also marked a turning point in my own life, when I started to look more deeply 

for the potential inside myself. 

4. Since that day many years ago, I have believed that everyone, including myself, 

has the potential to contribute something beautiful to the world.



Write a first draft of a personal essay. Remember to 

use redundancy. Use the essay in 1B as a model.

Read the directions aloud. Then have Ss complete the task as homework.


